08.31.2020 Emergency Council Mtg. minutes

City of West Orange
Monday, August 31, 2020
Emergency Session

West Orange Community Center
2700 Western Avenue (rear entrance)
West Orange, Texas

5:00 P.M.
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor Roy McDonald Michael Shugart, Sr. Brent Dearing
Randy Branch
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:
Shirley Bonnin Dale Dardeau
APPOINTED OFFICIALS PRESENT:
Mike Stelly Theresa Van Meter

Call to Order

Mayor McDonald called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m., stating that a quorum of Council was
present. Council Member Branch gave the invocation. The mayor then led in the Pledges of
Allegiance to both the American and Texas flags.

Emergency Agenda

Discussion and Possible Action on extending Declaration of Disaster issued as a result
of Hurricane Laura — Mayor McDonald stated that he would like to see Council extend the
Declaration an addition 90 days. Council Member Branch made a motion to extend the
Declaration of Disaster an additional 90 days, and to further give the mayor the sole discretion
to amend or end this Declaration, further ordering that the curfew can be rescinded when
conditions allow, also at the mayor’s discretion. Council Member Dearing seconded this motion.
With there being no discussion on the motion, a vote was cast, with the motion passing
unanimously as presented.

Discussion and Possible Action on removal of debris resulting from Hurricane Laura-
Mayor McDonald was pleased to report that Orange County Judge John Gothia has announced
that the County is including all cities within the county in their debris removal contract. They are
getting mobilized at this time and will hopefully begin picking up debris soon. Chief Stelly
stressed the importance of separating all storm debris into the required “category” piles:
electronics; large appliances; hazardous waste; green waste; construction debris; household
garbage. Debris collected will have to be “monitored” as to the amount of waste collected, as
well as the type. This “monitoring” is required by FEMA.

Chief Stelly reported that a dumpster has been placed at WESCO park for residents to use for
disposal of spoiled food goods.

Mayor McDonald then stated that the City’s grapple truck is down again. A new one is being
proposed in the 2020-21 FY budget, however it is desperately needed now. He asked that
Council consider an amendment to this year's budget to allow for the purchase of this truck. If
the City signs an interlocal agreement with TIPS, an approximate $12,000 discount will be
offered, bringing the cost down to $160,000.

Council Member Shugart made a motion that a budget amendment be made allowing for the
immediate purchase of a new grapple truck. Council Member Dearing seconded his motion. A
vote on the motion was then cast, with the motion passing unanimously.

Council Member Shugart then made a motion that the City enter into an agreement with TIPS,
allowing for the discount mentioned above. Council Member Branch seconded the motion.
With there being no discussion, Mayor McDonald called for a vote. The motion passed
unanimously.
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Discussion and Possible Action of other issues relating to Hurricane Laura — Mayor
McDonald announced that, pending Council approval, the Bridge City Fire Emergency Services
District would be, effective this night, dispatching all calls for the West Orange Volunteer Fire
Department at a contracted cost of $1,400 per year. Council Member Branch made a motion
that this contract be approved as presented. Council Member Dearing seconded his motion. A
vote on the motion was then cast, passing unanimously.

Chief Stelly then announced that all after-hour calls for the WOPD will be dispatched by the

Bridge City Police Department at a cost of $21,000 per year. They agreed to do so without the
need for a written contract.

Adjourn
With there being no further business before Council, the meeting adjourned at 5:22 p.m.

Roy M&Donald, Mayor
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